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Here in ‘The Swamp’ we currently have 

our 3rd annual UF Ram Test ongoing this sum-

mer at the University of Florida!  This program 

is designed to standardize environmental condi-

tions to evaluate and quantify individual ram 

performance in the harsh southeastern US, with 

a primary emphasis on natural parasite re-

sistance and growth. 

This is a forage-based ram performance 
test where the rams have continuous access to 
Bahiagrass pastures and are supplemented 2% 
of their bodyweight daily with the ‘UF Ram 

Test’ concentrate ration.  Upon entry to the pro-
gram, all rams receive anthelmintics to ensure 
the rams entered into the test do not harbor drug
-resistant parasites.  Those that do not achieve 
adequate fecal egg count (FEC) reduction are 

disqualified due to harboring anthelmintic re-
sistant parasites.  After the 12-day acclimation 
period, the rams begin the 84-day gain test.  
Throughout the test period, measurements of 
body weight, body condition score, FAMACHA 

score, and fecal egg count will be obtained.  

New this year, both registered and com-

mercial rams are eligible for the test and sale.  
Eligible rams must have been born between 

12/1/22 – 2/15/23 and weaned by 5/1/23.  Sale 
eligibility is based on both fecal egg count and 
growth indices during the test period.  Final re-

quirements for sale eligibility include achieving 
a ‘satisfactory’ breeding soundness evaluation. 
Sale order priority will be given to rams regis-
tered within a recognized breed association, fol-
lowed by commercial rams.     

For full program details and current 

data collection parameters on rams enrolled 

in our 2023 ram test, please visit our website. 

https://animal.ifas.ufl.edu/smallruminant/
ramtest/  

Important 2023 dates: 

• June 15:                  84-day gain test began 

• September 7:          84-day gain test ends 

• September 29-30:   Small Ruminant Short 

Course and UF Ram Test Sale 

This program is open to any breeder/
consignor in the United States and we welcome 
your participation and an opportunity to work 
with you.  We encourage your participation and 
attendance at our 2023 Small Ruminant Short 

Course and Ram Test Sale on September 29-30th 
here in Gainesville, FL.  .  There will be numer-
ous high-quality rams for sale at our auction 
who demonstrated the ability to perform in the 
harsh Florida climate.   
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These rams will be sold to the highest bidder through an online auction format with 

Willoughby Livestock Sales.  The sale will be open for 24 hours, beginning on Friday, Septem-

ber 29th at 11 AM and closing on Saturday, September 30th at 11 AM.  The sale rams will be 

available for in-person viewing on September 29-30th during the Small Ruminant Short Course 

at the UF/IFAS Horse Teaching Unit, 1934 SW 63rd Ave., Gainesville, FL 32608.  

If you are interested in consigning your ram(s) next year to our test, please keep an eye out for 

our announcements regarding eligibility and registration next spring.   

Please feel free to contact us with any questions regarding this year’s test or upcoming events:  
Clay Whitehead at (904) 796-0441, e-mail jacobcwhitehead@ufl.edu, or Dr. Brittany Diehl at 
(352) 294-4387, e-mail bn.diehl@ufl.edu. 

 

 

 
Small Ruminant Short Course 2023 Featured Speaker 

 
 

        Our featured speaker for the 2023 Small Ruminant Short Course is Dr. Niki Whitley from 

Fort Valley State University! Dr. Whitley is FVSU small ruminant extension specialist and sen-

ior lecturer.   Dr. Whitley has more than 21 years of experience working with sheep and goats. 

Some of her duties include 

helping to train FVSU and 

UGA agents and their clients 

about small ruminant nutri-

tion, breeding and parasite 

control among other topics. 

She also serves as the co-

coordinator for the Georgia 

Junior Livestock Goat Shows 

held in February and October, 

assists with the sheep and 

goat exhibitions at the Geor-

gia National Fair, and organ-

izes the outdoor small rumi-

nant section at the Sunbelt 

Agricultural Exposition. 
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The Small Ruminant Short Course early bird pricing will be in effect until September 1! 
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The UF Small Ruminant Update Newsletter is published quarterly by the IFAS/ UF Extension, as an educational and in-

formational service. Please address any questions to Izabella Toledo, the Dairy Regional Specialized Agent of the North-

east District and Editor of the Small Ruminant Update Newsletter. E-mail: izatol@ufl.edu  

mailto:izatol@ufl.edu
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