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Why is Udder Health Important?



Immediate Postpartum Period

.
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Mastitis-Intramammary Infection



Risk Factors of Mastitis

• Udder and teat shape

• Nursing kids/lambs

• Wound in teats/udder

• Rainy, humid conditions

• Improper milking procedures/poor hygiene

• Lactation stage

https://u.osu.edu/sheep/files/2018/01/Sheep-mastitis-2ak7737-e1516228274523.jpg


Clinical

• Mild: milk abnormal with flakes, clots and watery

• Udder may be swollen, hot or sensitive

• Severe: hot, hard, painful and sensitive udder

• fever (105-107°F), depression, weakness, loss of appetite

Subclinical

• No physical changes

• Production losses

• High Somatic Cell Counts

• May be chronic

Signs of Mastitis



Types of Mastitis Pathogens

Contagious

• Animal to animal transmission

• Fomite: animal-fomite-animal

Environmental

• Agents originate in the animal’s environment

• Occasionally animal-to animal transfer



How to Detect Mastitis?

• Clinical signs/symptoms

• Examination of udder and milk

• California Mastitis Test (CMT)

• Somatic cell counts

• Milk Culture



Somatic Cell Counts
Linear Score Log SCC (cells/ml)

1 25,000

2 50,000

3 100,000

4 200,000

5 400,000

6 800,000

7 1,600,000

8 3,200,000

9 6,400,000



Abnormal Milk



California Mastitis Test (CMT)

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AN382



California Mastitis Test (CMT)

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AN382



Milk Samples for Culture



Mastitis Costs

• Poor milk quality 

• Decreases in milk production

• Decreases in milk components

• Increased management costs

• Treatment costs

• Decreased welfare 

• Increases in early culling and replacement costs



PREVENTION OF MASTITIS

Udder Health 
Management Program

• Housing

• Proper detection of mastitis

• Proper milking procedures

• Maintenance of milking equipment

• Cull chronically infected animals

• Dry Period- antibiotic therapy

• Effective treatment 

• Vaccination?

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/AN367



Vaccination- Goats Only!





Thank you

izatol@ufl.edu


